
Women in Delma Island, UAE Look to the 
Future 

 
 

 
 

 
 WIT UAE Program Manager, 

Fadia Jabbour, Center 
Director, Waseem Manla and 
UP Trainer, Tareq Hadi 
stand proudly with the nine 
Delma Island graduates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“I will never forget the thrilled expressions on the women’s faces as I handed them 
their certificates,” shares Fadia Jabbour, WIT UAE’s Program Manager, after 
celebrating the first ever graduation ceremony at the Desert Islands Education Center, 
WIT UAE’s newest partner.   

Delma Island, a small island off the Eastern Region of UAE, is being developed by 
local agencies as a natural haven for wildlife with the goal of creating a top rated tourist 
destination. “Currently, Delma Island is a project under construction,” explains Fadia. 
With a population of less than 10,000 and a small town center with one mall, many 
residents feel isolated with lack access to education or employment. “There are very 
few women on the island who have jobs. That is why WIT‘s partnership with the Desert 
Islands Education Center opens an immense window of opportunity for these women 
by preparing younger women for newly-created jobs once the island is fully 
developed,” Fadia adds. 

After gaining skills in Professional Development and Entrepreneurship, the nine 
graduates, ages 22-29, were beaming proudly as they received their certificates for 
completing WIT training. Fadia exclaims, “They are so excited about the new 
opportunities. Some women already have ideas for launching their own business on 
the island.”  

View photos of UAE’s most recent WIT graduations

 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
Women in Technology (WIT) for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) is 
funded by the Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI) of the U.S. Department of 
State, managed by the Institute of International Education (IIE) West Coast 
Center, and implemented in six countries: Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, United 
Arab Emirates, and Yemen in collaboration with local partners and Microsoft. 

For more information on the WIT program, please visit www.witmena.org 
or contact witmena@iie.org  

http://www.witmena.org/
mailto:witmena@iie.org
http://www.facebook.com/witmena#!/album.php?aid=209814&id=15668586201&ref=mf

